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of the harbour there is a stream of fresh water, nanning out of a
cave in a grove of poplar-trees.
* This is where we came to land. Some god must have guided
us through the murky night, for it was impossible to see ahead.
The ships were in a thick fog, and overhead not a gleam of light
came through from the moon, which was obscured by clouds.
m these circumstances not a man among us caught sight of the
island nor did we even see the long rollers beating up to the
coast, before our good ships ran aground. It was not till they
were beached that we lowered sail. We thenjumped out on the
shore, fell asleep where we were and so waited for the blessed
light of day.
* When the fresh Dawn came and with her crimson streamers
lit the sky, we were delighted with what we saw of the island
and set out to explore it. Presently, in order that my company
might have something to eat, the Nymphs, those Children of
Zeus, set the mountain goats on the move. Directly we saw
them we fetched our curved bows and our long spears from the
ships, separated into three parries, and let fly at the game; and in
a short rime Providence had sent us a satisfactory bag. There
were twelve ships in my squadron: nine goats fell to each, while
to me they made a special allotment often. So the whole day
long tul the sun set we sat and enjoyed this rich supply of meat,
which we washed down by mellow wine, since the ships had
not yet run dry of our red vintage. There was still some in the
holds, for when we took the sacred citadel of the Cicones, every
member of the company had drawn off a generous supply in
jars. There we sat, and as we looked across at the neighbouring
land of the Cyclopes, we could not only see the smoke from
their fires but hear their voices and the bleating of their sheep
and goats. The sun went down, night fell, and we slept on the
sea-shore.
' With the first rosy light of Dawn, I assembled my company
and gave them their orders. "My good friends," I said, "forthe
rime being I want you to stay here, while I go in my own ship
with my own crew to find out what kind of men are over there,

